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Coordinating Conjunctions 
 
Conjunctions connect words, independent clauses and phrases in sentences making 
language sound more fluent and natural. The paragraph below has no conjunctions, 
so it sounds very unnatural: 
 
“I like going out. I like listening to music. I didn’t go out last night. I am going 
out tonight. I’m going to meet my friend. His name is Daniel. Daniel is a 
musician. He plays the guitar. He is in a band.” 
 
When you add a few conjunctions to the text, it looks and sounds much better: 
 
“I like going out and listening to music. I didn’t go out last night, but I am 
going out tonight. I’m going to meet my friend. His name is Daniel and he is a 
musician. Daniel plays the guitar and he is in a band.” 
 
The English language has seven coordinating conjunctions. You can use the 
acronym FANBOYS to help you to remember these. 
 

• For* explains reason or purpose, for example: I like music, for I love to 
dance. 

• And adds one thing to another, for example: I have cash and credit cards in 
my wallet. 

• Nor** presents a negative idea with another negative idea, for example: I 
don’t watch football nor do I play it. 

• But shows contrast, for example: I like to listen to music, but I don’t like 
rock. 

• Or shows a choice between two things or an alternative, for example: Do you 
want the black one or the blue one? 

• Yet is similar to ‘but’. It indicates a contrast related to the first clause, for 
example: It is summer, yet there is no sun. 

• So indicates effect, result or consequence, for example: He is hungry, so he 
eats a sandwich. 

 
*The conjunction ‘for’ is rarely used in modern language. People usually use the subordinating 
conjunction ‘because’ to express reason, for example: “I love music because I love to dance.” 
 
**The conjunction ‘nor’ is not so common when presenting two negative ideas. Usually people use 
‘or’, for example: “I don’t watch football or play it.” 
 
***The conjunction 'but' is preceded by a comma. 
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Independent Clauses & Commas 
 
An independent clause is a complete sentence that will have meaning without 
being connected to something else, for example: 
 

I like music. I love to dance. 
I like to listen to music. I don’t like rock music. 

It is summer. There is no sun. 
He is hungry. He eats a sandwich. 

 
Sometimes you need to use a comma (,) before a coordinating conjunction. The 
general rule is that if the conjunction is joining two independent clauses, you need to 
use a comma, particularly with the word ‘but’. However, with the other conjunctions 
you do not always need to use a comma.  
 
When read, a comma represents a pause in the sentence, so depending on how you 
want the reader to read your sentence, the comma is not always necessary. 
 

I like music and I love to dance. 
I like to listen to music, but I don’t like rock music. 

It is summer, but there is no sun. 
He is hungry so he eats a sandwich. 


